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Library hosts'he Lantern
Project

Reprintedwith permissionCourts NewsletteiOctober, 2022
The Lantern Project makes available records of enslaved people:

Court records from the 1800s are seeing the light of dapd a
digital scanner, as the Lantern Project worke tnake records of
enslaved people accessibletothe pubic¢ KS 3I21f Aa | 00Sa
Jennifer McGillan, coordinator of manuscripts for Mississippi State
: University Libraries and leader of the
project.

The U.S. Census did not list the names
of formerly enslaved persons until
1870, making tracking family histories
more difficult. The Lantern Project has
identified and scanned documents
naming enslaved persons in probate
records, deeds, civil and criminal court
records, plantation records, receipts,

. bills of sale and other documents from
sd the early 1800s through 1865.

In an Oct. 4 presentation sponsored by the Mississippi Law Library,
McGillan displayed images of wills, estates and other legal papers,
handwritten in scribbles and precise, flowirgipt on pages

yellowed and fading, some creased and crumbling. The originals are
in library collections and old court files around the state, accessible
mostly to those with the means to travel to a courthouse and dig for
information. The project will prade online access to a text
searchable, indexed collection containing digital images of original
documents.

G2S KIFI@S | t20 2F LI GNRBRYya 6K2 | NB
FyOSai2NaAZé aODAfflY &alFAR® a¢KSe RS


mailto:sparks@courts.ms.gov
mailto:cnoel@courts.ms.gov
mailto:ljackson@courts.ms.gov

darkness or diappearing into darkness, never to be heard from
again. This is our attempt to turn on theA I K & ® £

Estate inventories and appraisals, for instance, list enslaved pers = 4
by name along with land, buildings, livestock, furniture and other ‘ lllf’!’ y'/
property. Thae inventories sometimes included age, family
AYF2NXYIFGA2YyY adzOK a aazy 27Fé
as blacksmith or tanner. Wills from the 1800s include names of
enslaved persons as ownership passed from the deceased to others,
enablinga researcher to possibly track people.

Lantern Project participants are Mississippi State University, the University of Mississippi, Delta State
University, the Columbulsowndes Public Library, the Historic Natchez Foundation and the Montgomery
County Archives in Montgomery, Ala. The project is funded by a $340,000 grant from the National
Historical Publications and Records Commission of the United States National Archives and Records
Administration. The grant will end in December.

The Lantern @ject includes records from participating library collections and records &kdams

County, Lowndes County, Washington County and a few other counties, mostly across north Mississippi,
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For more information about the Lantern Project, go to this website:
https://www.lanternproject.msstate.edw/

Above: Anexample of tke records the Lantern Project is digitizifigne 1826 wilbf an Adams Qmty
planter, listing enslaad persons by name as the planter willed ownership of individuals and families to
his sons and alghters.
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Justice H.H. Chalmers,
18351855

The Libraryecentlyreceived a reference requeseeking otia
picture a portrait of Justice H.H. Chalmerdnfortunately, we do
not have any picture roportrait of the late JusticeWe were
however,able to send the requestor a few thing€halmers
happens to be buried just across the street in Greenwood
Cemeteryand we took a few photos of hggave. Theibrary is
also in possssion of the 1823 Mississippi Code that was once
owned by Chalmers. We sent a photo of it as well.

Hamilton Henderson Chalmers was born intNdZarolina in 1835. Haoved to Mississippi in 1839.
After graduating from the University of Missippi in 1853, Chalmers moved to Jackson where he
studied law. He served as State Litaa and Keeper of the Capitol 183855. In 1876, he was
appointed by the Governor to the Mississippi Supreme Court. He served on the Court until higxdeat
1885.

A 1904 Report of the épartment
of Archives and History does
indicate that a portrait of
Chalmers was pssented to the
Department by his wife. No
current recordof the portrait still
being in the Stat® possession is
had.

PhotosAbove: On leftthe grave of H.H. Chalmers in the Greenwood &ery, Jackson, MS. On right,
the 1823 Mississippi Codace owned by Chalmers. An inscription in the book notes that Mrs. H.H.
Chalmers gave it to thState Library in December, 1888. The Stalearian Mary Morancy wrote:
GThisBook is valuable and only two copies in the Libgary.



Library Hosts Holiday Open House

The Library held its annual Holiday Open House on Thursday, Decemb®efurbtime was had by all
who attended. Tis yea® tree was made engty of Legislative B8 volumes Kate Mogan and Ann
Heidke guessed the exact number of 102 books. A game comparing the ®itb&xtg LA ourette Map
of Missisippito today@ Mapled to the following receiwg prizes: the MEC Departmefeth Dickinson,

Grant Krag, and Grey Hollowell.




2022 In the Headlines

Analyzing Google éts about the Mississippi Supreme Court and Court of Appkedsighout2022,
this Word Cloud reveals the massed wordsn news headlines.

We in the State Law Library appreciate the opportunity to assist theidndibis past year and look
forward to agreat year in 2023



